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English upper-class opinion which told also in an
anti-democratic sense. More especially Napoleon
III.'s Free Trade policy, although inspired by an
English Liberal, tended to prejudice men's minds
against free representative government; for the
commercial treaty with England was unquestion-
ably imposed on France by a despot's will.

With public opinion given over to reactionary
political influences, it was inevitable that Parlia-
mentary reform should be shelved. The Liberal
Government had redeemed the promise on whose
strength they regained office in 1859, by introduc-
ing, in 1860, a Bill that would have increased the
electorate by thirty-five per cent. But, being
received with indifference both by the House and
the people, it died of sheer neglect. There could
not have been a better proof that the last general
election had been won, not on the question of
reform, but on the question of Italian independence.
And, although the American Civil War had nothing
to do with this failure, not having then begun, it
effectually prevented the question from being revived
for some years to come.

The short-lived Parliament of 1857 was in other
ways more Liberal than its successor. A Bill for
the Abolition of Church Rates, which passed the
Commons by a majority of sixty-three in 1858, was
defeated over and over again in the 'sixties. In
1858, also, the Commons forced the Lords to admit
Jews to Parliament. In 1860 they only passed the
repeal of the paper duty, a tax on knowledge, by a
majority of nine, and then submitted to its reimpo-
sition by the Lords. Next year it only passed by